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gion." Though he himself felt for years that 
"it would be better to give up the word entirely," 
he explains that because the consciousness of 
the time sensed the element of devotion and 
loyalty which religion in spite of its shortcomings 
had nourished, it was legitimate to use the term 
in a freer and more constructive way. Hence 
his definition, sans God, sans soul: "Religion 
is loyalty to the values of life." 

The method of the book is to begin with the 
primitive perspective, intension, and elements 
of religion, and, after showing how much they 
actually have been altered, to infer that the 
process is to be continued until religion becomes 
a humanistic naturalism without God and 
without hope in a world beyond. The defect 
of the book is its failure sufficiently to interrogate 
science itself which is based on faith — its un- 
justified ignoring of the insistent and persistent 
why and whither, especially with reference 
to human values. The positive conclusions 
reached are good as far as they go, but do they 
go far enough? Do they meet to the full the 
needs of human nature and give it requisite 
power for greatest progress ? 

The benefit of the book is that of a cold 
plunge. It may be recommended strongly to 
those who are strong enough to get the glow of 
a wholesome reaction. To such the great 
stimulus of the work is in deepening the con- 
viction that Christianity must demonstrate in 
the lives of its adherents that, here and now 
more than any other religion (using the word 
in its secondary as well as its primary sense) it 
makes for human values — intellectual, moral, 
aesthetic, etc. If it does not and cannot then 
it is doomed to be superseded and ought to be. 



Towards Reunion. New York: Macmillan, 
1019. Pp. xxii-f-391. 7s. 6(2. 

Towards Reunion, a book of fourteen 
chapters — half by writers in the church of 
England and half from the Free Churches — is 
well named. Both words are strikingly sug- 
gestive of the purpose of the book. In dif- 
ferent ways, that sometimes do not altogether 
agree, they give expression to a common vision 
of a "great spiritual and visible unity." That 
the emphasis should be put upon the spiritual, 
as the means to the visible, unity, is expressed in 
the Preface and suggested by putting as the 
last and climactic chapter "The Holy Spirit 
in the Churches." This is one of four or five 
on the "spiritual" side of the problem. Their 
writers manifestly are fettered by their theo- 
logical and sacramental inheritance. Theo- 
logical rather than spiritual, they are the least 
satisfactory part of the book, which would have 
had a stronger ending in the chapter on "Re- 
union and the Christian Conscience," by Rev. 
J. Gough McCormick. 

The chapters on the "intellectual" basis and 
"practical" aspects are sane, suggestive, irenic, 



unifying, and deserving of the widest reading. 
They show the influence of the war in increasing 
the demand for "Christianity undifferentiated," 
as one at the Front expressed it. They suggest 
as a polity for the reunited church a "con- 
stitutional" episcopacy as that which would 
conserve the historic continuity and practical 
worth of all three of the historic polities. They 
also suggest, especially in Canon Burroughs' 
chapter on "Intercommunion," wise methods of 
approaching the goal of reunion. As the great- 
est difficulty in the way has been that Caesar 
could brook no equal and Pompey no superior, 
the book as a whole is to be recommended 
highly in its effort to rise above the "personal 
pride and corporate prejudice" that in preventing 
reunion stand in the way of better international 
relations, more successful evangelism, and more 
thorough and comprehensive moral reform and 
social reconstruction. 

Besides the names of the writers appear, as 
witnessing to the common aim of the book, the 
names of over fifty other leaders in the churches, 
all of whom were also members of the inter- 
church conferences out of which the book really 
came. 



Explaining the Britishers. The Story of Eng- 
land's Mighty Effort in Liberty's Cause, as 
Seen by an American. By F. W. Wile. 
New York: Doran, 1010. Pp. x+126. 
$1.00. 

Shaking Hands with England. By C. H. 

Towne. New York: Doran, 1010. Pp. 
xiv-f-119. $1.00. 

One of the most certain guaranties of the 
future peace of the world lies in the preservation 
of friendly co-operative relations between the 
British Empire and the United States. With 
the great English-speaking race united in 
defense of their common interests and deter- 
mined to frustrate violence and aggression in all 
quarters, would-be disturbers of the peace of 
the world will do well to think long before 
acting. Therefore everything that tends to 
cement these two peoples together in bonds of 
friendship is praiseworthy. To this end 
mutual understanding and sympathy are 
requisite. The two books here listed are writ- 
ten for the purpose of making citizens of the 
United States acquainted with the tremendous 
achievements of the British Empire in the war 
and appreciative of the characteristic qualities 
of the British temperament. 

Mr. Wile's "Explanation" is filled with 
facts and figures illustrative of the wonderful 
story. It is, however, by no means a dry and 
dusty catalogue. On the contrary, the interest 
of the narrative carries the reader along to the 
end without weariness and with increasing 
wonder. Mr. Towne's little volume has less 
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of fact and more of interpretation. He was 
one of a party of American journalists invited 
by the English government to visit the centers 
of war activity and the battle fronts. If all the 
members were as thoroughly convinced of the 
greatness and the nobility of Britain as 
Mr. Towne, the courtesy of the British author- 
ities was amply rewarded. 

If anybody has listened believingly to the 
misrepresentations of German origin regarding 
Britain's motives and endeavors, the reading of 
these two books will speedily and thoroughly 
convince him of the error of his ways. 



The Prophecies of Daniel. By A. L. Kip. 
New York: Knickerbocker Press, 1910. Pp. 
iii+244. 

This is the product of new thought, falsely 
so called. It is the strangest jumble of truth 
and error that ever came to the reviewer's 
attention. The writer of the book is thoroughly 
familiar with the current historical interpreta- 
tion of the Book of Daniel, and accepts it fully. 
He realizes, in his own language, that "most 
of the prophecies of Daniel are nothing more 
than history put into a prophetic form." He 
accepts Daniel as a pamphlet for the Maccabean 
period. Yet notwithstanding this, he insists 
upon a further application of the materials of 
the book, and finds our old friend "double 
meaning" playing a very large part in the text. 
The sort of thing that "double meaning" leads 
to will be illustrated by such a sentence as this: 
"Sheep and goats correspond to the love of 
social intercourse, as is shown by their remark- 
ably gregarious nature, a sheep corresponding 
to an emotional love of social intercourse or to 
the social exchange of feelings, and a goat to an 
intellectual love of social intercourse or to the 
social exchange of thoughts. Hence sheep and 
goats stand in the Bible for emotional and intel- 
lectual loves for others, and for good affections 
in general." Enough said! 



The Gospel of the Cross. By J. R. Coates, 
C. H. Dodd, W. F. Halliday, Malcolm 
Spencer, and Olive Wyon. New York: 
Macmillan, 1018. Pp. xv+163. $2.25. 

This is a "message" in the true sense of the 
word, for the writers are earnestly convinced 
of the urgency of what they have to say and they 
state the distinct truth of the cross clearly and 
forcefully. There are eight chapters. The 
first shows the setting of the cross in the experi- 
ence of the first Christians. "The Crucified 
controlled these men." The second chapter 
tells the story of the death of Christ, not as 
mere narrative, but showing how he attained 
"Resurrection through Crucifixion." Then the 
place of the cross in the experience of Paul is 
set forth vividly. The fourth chapter shows 
the varieties in the early experience of the Chris- 
tians as it is seen in Hebrews, I Peter, and the 
Fourth Gospel. The fifth chapter is a discus- 
sion of the meaning of Christian salvation which 
is full of rare insight and accurate description. 
A discriminating discussion of the relation of 
salvation and suffering follows. The seventh 
chapter sets forth the manner in which the cross 
reveals the heart of God, and the last section is 
concerned with the marks of Jesus in the disciple, 
among which the chief is the renewal of the cross 
in the daily life of those who follow him. 

The writers are remarkably at one in their 
style if the chapters are of composite authorship. 
There is a glossary of terms added to the book 
and also a short but quite adequate bibliography. 

The writers of this book have surely chosen 
the most important factor in the Christian 
message. The meaning of sacrifice ought to be 
clearer than it ever was before since the Great 
War has called for such expenditure of life in 
the service of the ideal as never was seen before. 
The supreme item in Christianity is the cross 
of Christ. That truth is declared here with 
unusual earnestness. The book is a contribu- 
tion to our Christian thinking. 



